| Le Blanc, John F. t y 
Howland Wood - Curatona\l : y 720 1935 
(clo Willtam Heselein 


+ Nssociated Coin Co. 


Boston, mA) 


» 


October 4th, 1920. 
My. F. Le Bianc, 
94 Vaismount Street, as | - , 2508 
POROMER SESS Mase. /- <a 


‘Dear Sixt 


This Society is Listing for publication the various ee 
issues struck by the Mexcian Revolutionists, and we 7egte 
understand thet you are interested im thease pleosa. . 
Would it be asking too mach abies oould send ua mivbings | 


of what you have? 
Thanking you in advance, t wimg’ 


Yours very truly, 
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: | | | October 26th, 1920. 


Mie. John ¥. Le Dlene, 

ite Yairmount Streot, 

3 Dorchester a Hane » 
Dear irs Le BAAnOi 


Your favor of ‘October 18th at hand, and I was very glad to 


- hear from you. i will propose your name for membership in this — 


Scciety et. the nex mooting of the Counedl. 


I have gone over with smch interest your vubbince of the 
Mexiean ecins, and I would very much : appreciate 46 4% you aould 
 gend to me #0 that I could photograph thom the tvro Aguas. 
 galientea | places and the Morelos 56 centarve piece as well as — 
2 § eentoro of Durange. This latter BAnee is a ¢rifie better 
a dn eondition’ than the one I already have. an anxious to 
2 ee hi nice photogroyphs of these ag X am pred ine evory type. 
> SR Saaee a do our own photographing right here in the ‘ballding 30 that 
| TOF pieces would bo perfectiy safe. - 


: The peat cataloguas of Russian, Central American and Bast 
Indian and Coylon aoins that %.can think of are certain sale 
Catalogues. A very good Rutaian sale ostaliogue came out about 

ten years ago by Kube of Berlin. = will later try to send 
you the name of this catalogue. 


ee Aout - the best catalogue for South and Gentral American 
 goains is the four volume catalosue issued by Weyl of Berlin 

-.- an the seventies. These aome up now und then in the sales, 

ae Peed Sei) from ten to fifteen doliars a set. Two other 

eae aa! nee ate fairly good, both sales gatoalogucs, that can 

oe S eienes up at times, namely, the 147th auction sale, 1699, 
aa 3 « Weyi, Borlin. ‘The Ulex Codieation of Hamburg by 

ee * Kotin Hess, Nachfolger, Frankfurt a. Me, 1908 « 


te ante “About as good a gataloguc of Nast Indian and Ceylon sok... 
ag ate. Going, other than Iritich coloniais, isthe Henry Grogan 
if ee Sond: od ae pie: 1924. 
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ir. John F. he Bhano, ; 
@4 Fairmount SELaCs » Re Prd | Ms st 
Derchestor, Mange , ; sae 


eheee lik. Le Blane: 


Your package with the various Stakes aamne Saturday, 
and I will shotearsaphn these waa isetat. Lay sesice return them | 
to you in a few days. — 


I aa writing this to tell vin that the Large Ronar 
eoin is a eounterfeit. As it is: anite heavy and woud 
goat genething in postage to return it to you, vould - 
you cere to have me take 4% to Mr. Elder the next time 
I go in there? If so, you can write Tider that; 

have sent it to ue, and We will return it t@ BEO_ ar 
ef this » in cass you are pianning hot to keep ‘ite 


When I return your oains, if you de not mind, . 
@ould send you seme of our duplicate coins that 

interest youe IY am enologing a list of them. waar you 
let me know about these. I will alao then return the 
two or three other ooins that you asked what they Were. a 


If you eave to send on the sountermarked coin 


that 4a puszling you, I will see om zt oan de to ie 
you oute 


Very Seay yours, | 


Coinssto be sent to John F. Le Blane on approval 
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France 5 Pattern Coins. s ‘ 
x 2 War Tokens. 5 & 10 centimes. “Mannaiele, : ‘ 
Italy Tebit a M2908... 6k ‘ - ° R 
6 2 varieties, 20 centissimé, ‘@ 10¢ each . . ° 
ry 1 Fifty Centissimi,. . ° : ; . . . 
China 2 pieces, 10 Cash & 10¢ each . . ° ° . 
Ms 1 Kwang Hsu Kwang tung 20 cents. . ° 4 ° 
a Loe Pender en  Sroven Oo Cente os A ° . 
Ceylon 1 Geo. Stewart & Co. . . . ° . 
" 2 pieces, St. Sebastian MiLIs , Set : “ . ° 
" 1 piece, . ° ° ° ‘ ° 
" 1 Parera, i cents. . , . . . 
" ea Pilo Fernando, 4% pence. . ‘ ‘ e 
" te A. B. Scott & Co. . ° ° ° ° 
Morocco 1 + Rial ; oo See : : 4 : ; 
" 1 piece, 1/10 Rie: re ad ee = ares 
" eves sit 1f2o " ee iS eer eee ee SRY 
India 4 Annas . ° ier ee ° * ° ° . 
Portugal 3 pieces, 20 reis, 10 reis, 5 reis,set,. ° ; 
Poland 10 Fenigow, iron. oe nF ° : ° ; ‘ 
Greece < pieces, 20 and 10 Lepta . : 2 : , : 


Hyderabad 2 pieces, 4 Rupee, 2 Annas, . ° . ° ° 
fonian Islands, 1 piece, 30 Lepta . ° ° ‘ ° ‘ 


Congo Free States, Set of 4 pieces. . ° . . ° 
German East Africa Co. 1 piece, 1/4 Rupie . f at Se 
Comores, 1 Proof piece, 5 Centimes, . ° ° . ° 
Prince of Wales Island or Pulu Penang, 1810,. ° : . 
Italy (2) 5¢; Denmark 2 Ore; India + Anna, 4 @ 10¢ each 
Coblenz 25 Pf.; Ionian Islands; Venezuela; 3 @ 15¢ each 
Germany 10 & 5 Pf.; Belgium 5 cent.; Switzerland 5 cent. 


Luxembourg 5 cent.; Peru 5 cent.; " 10 cent. 
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RECEIPT FOR REGISTERED ARTICLE RAG. O44 Sone 
Registered at the Post Offi¢e Indicated in Postmark Class postage 


Complete record of registered mail is kept ,/ fs» 
at the post office, but the sender should yrrite” * 
the name of the addressee on back hefgof’as |. 
an identification. Preserve and subgfit this i "Postma atoatly, 
receipt in case of inquiry. datdaha office. 


POSTMASTER, , ; nf 


Porm 3806. Peet ce ee EN ¢ ie ~~" 05-6852 
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RECEIPT FOR REGISTERED ARTICLE «=6—- NaH HOAZ 
Registered at the Post Office Indicated i Postmark Qtbap dpasaok: DAS 


fm 

is fm 4 h¢ 
Complete record of registeré& qhail is kept ~~ / 1, Oy 

at the post office, but the sende i d O 

the name of the addressee ontb tac | = 

an identification. Preserve and subiait this \>~ iclegt ly, 

receipt in case of inquiry. . iffioe., 


PO STMASTER, i 


Form 3806. 
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THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


Broadway between 155th and 156th Sts., New York 


A REGULAR MEETING OF SLHIiS eS © Cilesiay 
WILL BE HELD 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH, 1920 


AT THREE (3:00) P.M. 


REGULAR BUSINESS AND REPORTS WILL COME 


BEFORE THE MEMBERS. 


SYDNEY P. NOE, SECRETARY. 


November 23rd, 1920. 


Mrs Tohn F. Le Blane, 

| 94 Faimadunt Street, 
Derchester, Mase » 

Dear Miz. Le Blancz~ 


He CH Be aes just found out the names of the Russian 
Gatalogues I wrote you about the other day, They 
axe as followaie — . 


- Ruder Kube, hor2in, 8. ey Watheiusty. or 


Cat. Russian Golieotion. Gold & Pistinum Money. 
January 28, 1909. | ‘ 


Ruseian Codd, Silver & Cepper Money. Herm. Hesse 
Collection. 

Part I, November 17, 1910. 

Part a, February 26, 1912. 


, Very truly yours, 


Curator. 
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December Jat, 1920. - 


Mer. Sohn Y. Le Blane, 


— 94 Badmmount Street, : 
4 3 Derchester, Mans. | 


 « Dear Sivte 


Your fevor with gheque - pai and the less said 
about Biderts letter the better, He dies hatd. As 
you san wear imagine we have had several tiffs in t imog 
pant 


: if antics happens , I axpect to be about three 
weeks in Boston from the 20th through wlev Year's, and 
Shes ook yn ep when I get there. 

- Very truly youra, 


Curator. 
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January 13, 1921 
Mr. J. FP. Le Blane 


94 Pairmont Street 
Dorchester, Masse 


Dear Mr. Le Slane: 


I am now hoping to be in Boston at the beginning of this 
-goming week, and will drop in to see you as 1 hope very shortly. 


1 trust you received Volume LILI of the Journal which I 
think was what you asked for in your letter. 


Very truly yours, 


‘ Curator 
HW/s | \ 


' ‘ . ¥ A - 
* » > X Pa Se 
a . _ ‘ : : i ‘ 
* ; é +. < ry ee os 
} : ot ; E. ‘ age, ee . ‘ . - < py me - 
as ‘ ey a i Sette a Bees, Par Se ca : . 
ST Pie | wa ae _< -Méroh J0th, 1921... 
i . Ty | * % 3 . “ at : z ° ; — fi i s . ° r. : 5s, 7 4 
, . aie i aba nas 
a S : - 4 Ae oe ai : - is #' ay a 4 - dt AG te ‘ a i : f -" . y 
_‘gohr F. Le ea ‘hile del eee = eke eee 
94 Pairmount Street - nae ee ane BS al) Sao 
Dorche stor, Masse. 40°05 2 ces eget 2 Ry Son eal 
3 : ; ‘ P : . oe Pe] a 4 nee 1% a. . f ~ “my : ES 
= ‘Dear Tare ie Blanes Ay TF Cr one ee ae ee fae co remarry. A . 
Noe ae, as eee 7 a - kts ae: 
engl A | Sertathig owe’, oot oné arid several, apologies ) So gee 
“for not dropping. you a line and thanking’ you for your . op oa 
| ‘dourtesy te. me while in &et on. I. eertainly enjoyed / eit ae 
‘ : - i ote 
eS eee sgeetaned ‘at peril colleetion ami makeing? ao. acquaintance, Pestle 
ated a ae Seige ; eich ae 
ca I have. been completely. ‘tied ‘up ever ‘singe x ae a te aes 


rived back! in New York with some exhibitions. “Also I: a oe oF 


* heave been doing my best to find out. -what - the Canadians. Neat tea! Se rae ae 
might know about that fickle tokeh with, *Mo. Good*. on thet =. 6 y 
, back. Ihave been unable to learn anything evouy 10 (emN- + 
—- . .e@pt that it is Canadian and vas fade for a Slot machines = 7 
Ase aoe. ann, rebariing the: other. coins; the ts Son, the "Rove, 205 ae y 
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for you and an returning alk herewith. Shas ae eo ae eT ae Beg te 
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Al I have not forgotten: about “your aésine for some fe Ue wee 
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April f3rd, 


a 


John F. Le Blanc, Bsq- aa 3 
: $4 Fairmount Street 4 
- Derchester, Mass. 


sy Dear urs Le Slancs- 


¢ trust you ‘paceived my last letter 
enc losing the coins I borrowed from ire 
: L have just got in tnat collection 
of Oriental coins and will be able to get at- 
the Tranquebar pieces very soon. Was there 
anything else you especielly wanted besides 
the Tranquebar? | 
There will undoubtedly be a great 
many duplicates in the Indian series and if 
from time to time you would like to have me 
_. gend you on lots of these, 1 can do 50. 


Ia enclosing herewith @ letter 
from a friemi of mine in Montreal with @ sug~ 
- gestion as to the head on that Canadian "No 
Good" piece. 


Very truly yours, 


\ Curator 
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Sineo you. were. here, L have had oto" * ty Stag 


January 12th, 1922 


John FP. LeBlanc, Esq. 
94 Fairmont Street 
- Dorchester, Masse 


“Dear nes LeBlanc: 


I beg to acknowledge your ehaace for 
dues, and 1 have looked over our place here 
to see if we had the April, 1916, Schulman's 
gatalogue. I find we have not. if Schul- 
man has any copies, he would probably sell © 
it for a guluen or so. Yossibly, he might 
shade ds ONG. 


‘ 


I an enclosing a watakoude from my old 
friend Valentine as there may be something 
in this which might interest you. He is a 
good man with whom to keep in touch anyway. 


Very truly yours, 


Surator 
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oor it : iii mS very svat bibl iography of Par Rastern books was } 
ets oe - puintiones by the Essex Institute a Few years ago. I am ask-- 
Sate ae ing beceaind’ to send “you a copy gratis. sha Seren 
es F t én 7 
' \ : : 
et oe . . al 
, 7 ¥ 


*. 


John P. LeBlanc, Esq. | “March 30th, 1922 . 


e ? , 
Se have been delayed in our publications 
for this year, but by. this time x08 will have 
received No.11 “rench Orders ana Sesorations, 
and a copy of the rion is eos forward~ 
ed marer’ 


So far 1 have not igpovasks where ‘that 
little Turkish piece was issued, oh ae 


Since I wrote on Blacksmiths tokens, iT have oop \ 
‘not foilowed the market very closely on these. I 
in fact, they come up so seldom that it is hard. 
to place any food market value on them. Every- 
one of the numbers which you mention are rere ¥ 
pieces. All.i.can say is, that when you do piek 
one up, they will cost several dollars each. Fos. 
19-22 have been listea for a long while and have — 
always been considered rare. 0.31 is almost im- = © 
possible to set. No.32 i have. seen three or four i yasee 
specimens, and possibly is about as easy to cet a6 8 
pny you mention, : A | 


S | Phised traly YOUrS, ss e cin ee ees 


= Curator 
: Hu /is- z - bers i: 


November i7th, 1923 


_ John Fe LeBlanc, Esq. 
6 Woodlawn Avenue 
Mattapan, Masse 
Bear Hr. LeBlanc: 

I have just received a box of miscellaneous 
coins and medais, and I’ presume that they are a contri- 
“bution to the Society. Please let me know if this is 
the case.’ If it is not so, I ghould be glad to be ad-- 


vised as to what you want done with theme 


Yery truly yours, 


Curator 


s/s 


. e REA wt~ ney 
why nen rye ee a. AIL fp Dock le 
ke: 0 mate he Pond wee =e —, pa hod 
oe be 
ae eas b ie 7 Lee. whot 

own py ato on 


| “ye UR 0 get ieee ae 
ya et eee 


i] \ 


Saye i Apa a Bild. hee 


. : November 30th, 1925. 


I 
ity. Jobn F. Le Blanc, 
6 Woodlawn Avenus, 
Mattepan, Mess. 


pe ir, Le Blane: 
our jetter redeived and many" thanks for the gunk, as 


you call it. There are several piecos in ths Lot of which 
We Gan make goed uso, 


We wertld be vory glad to get the sulphur ang plaster 
ests, We are forming a oclleoction of these. Ve can aise 
use the old niet MAgAZL Nes, we 


t 


¢ 


Right off. hand Tt dan not think of what series of Wash- 
ington you mean Wilh the different states on the beck. Cen 
you wee. me a rabbine? ; 


othe other medal with the egal brimmed hat: is @ Came 
paign bedge, and comes in several metels, end is not em 
pecially common, I think it belonged to the “"Wice Awekes". 


Yours very truly, © 


Curator. 


& Werdlamw Ach 
a Wwae1 


JQ 


A ae 1GVv2 


December 26th, 1923 


‘Mr. John Le Biane 
6 Woodlawn Avenue 
Mattapan, Masse 


_ Dear Mr. Le Blanc: 


Through the press cf the Christmas rush 

I cannot remember whe ther I thanked you for 
-gending on the of pte ie and plaster cagts. 
We were very gind to gee them, and among them 
there were a number. of items which we did not 
oS ee  ° The G2S%S, for the most pS will come 


Oe 
“" - yeally eannet tell you the value of the 
-*Plaeccilia", but I am not at ali posted on an- 


_Cient coins. However, I can certainly say that 
Seiad piece is rare. 


I know nothing of the Wastineten medals 
with States on the Reverse. We have three of 
these in brass - Ohio, Pennsylvania and Iilinois. 
Presumably, there were others, but I doubt if ail 
of the States_at the time they were made were in- 
cluded, because we certainly should have seen and 
have had at our Museum New York and the New Eng- 
land States. : 


With the Compliments of the Season, IJ a”, 


Very truly yours, 
Curator 


a/s 


6 Woodlawn Avehue 
Mattapan Mass 
May 26 1924 
My dear Mr Wood, 

Have not seen a copy of the proceedings for 1923 
and if there are any out, would like one to complete my series 
of monographs, What have you in the line of duplicates at present 
in the paper money line? Am interested in those before 1860 and 
especially those that have the following imprints; 

Perkins Patent Steel Plate 
New England Bank Note Co 

Ig you have any interesting copper stuff, would 

be pheased to hear from you. 


Very truly yours 


CA 


May 28th, 1924 


' John Fe. LeBlanc, Esye | 
6 Woodlawn Avenue 
Mattapan, Hasse 


Dear Mr. LeBlanc: 


Replying to your letter of May 26th, the 
Society issued no Proceedings this year, owing 
to shortage of funds for publication. 


We have no duplicate paper money at ali; 
Infact, we get very little American paper money, 
and the few pieces we de receive never seem to 
be duplicates. : 


I may have some copper coins inthe autumn, 
but as I expect to be away the whele summer, I 
cannot get round te these until later. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


December 10th, 192¢ 


John Fo. Le Blanc, Eaqe 
Mattapan, Messe 


Dear Mre Le Blanes 

S paetatedty was glad to hear from you and delayed 
replying at once ss T was hoping to acknowledge at the 
enn time the ¢cine which you eaic¢ you wore sending. 

But these have not yet milerialised to date. 

i have written on the sheet of rubbings what your 
fourrgoid coins are. Noe 2 ig the best and the most in-= 
teresting. Unfortynately, Nose 3 and 4 ere modern imitae 
tions. | 

Nothing especially werth while has turned up here 
in the way of duplicates for gems tine. The few we have 
: had, I have secld to senha when they some to the Museum. 
With the Complinents ef the Season, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


September 23rd, 1925 


John Fe LeBlanc, Esqe 
6 Woodlawn Avenue | 
Mattapan, Masse 


Dear LeBlanc: 


I note in Hesslein's catalogue of the 
sale to be held on the 25th and 26th, lot 
674. This piece I should like to get. I 
am wondering if you are going to this sale; 
if not, will you please pass on this bid to 
someone @else whe is attending ihg exielse 
give it direct to Hessleine I am willing 
to go to Twelve Dollars (12.00) on this 
piece although I think it should sell fer 
less. I did not send my bid te Hesslein 
as I thought it possible that he might take 
me to the limat«, - ,; 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


— 


6 Weedlawa Ave 
Mattapan Mass 
Sept 29 1925 


My Hewland Wedd 
New York City 


My dear Mr Weed 


Serry that I could not couply with yeur wish 
eof the 25rd as the pieee in gquestien went te $12.75 and eould 
have gone higher if pushed, I had a bid ef 44, on it befere 
hearing from yeu and 1 was slightly embarassed as te what te 
d® but decided in your faver as I am a geed waiter, His nibs 
Gig not tell me whe bought it, he being quite seeretive as 
GO CUStOMETS, Lhe ONLY remark he wade was that it was silver, 
instead ofwoiite metale I never attend auetion sales as I de 
net like te let my enthusiasn run away with me therefore I 
figure out the worth of a pieee to ne, divide it in halves 
and take a Ghanee, results are ene out of three whieh is geod 
batting, Every tiwe I bid the limit on what a eoin is worth 
semebody else gets it se there you aresThis is a vretten type- 
writer but as it was given te me and I ean write Greek on it 
WHAT TEE HEAA ZHOYAA I XAPE 

Ip tyepe to av"tntvy ehoe tHar I yay 8@ gop 
“ev Aet pe uvo*. 

Ferset to switeh the thing baek again, meant 
te say, If there is enything else thet I een 6o for yourlet 
We KNOW, 

Den't ferset wy speeiaity is "Miner Vetaish 


ise, Copper, Prass, Lead, Niekel, Pewter, ete (alse paper and 
rubber and leather and wooed ) with the follewing exceptiens, 
note the nieety of the Gistinetions, Fereign medals, Furepean 
stere cards, liste American used for slet machines or with ne 
tewn or date cveth to be missing at sane time ( if either one 
is on 0.4), 

Very truly yours 


\ | / toe 


# 


r 4 


Ceteber 2nd, 1925 


Mre Juhn Fe LeBlanc 
& Wocdiawn Avenue 
HMaitapan, Macse 


Dear Mre LeBlanc: . 

Z am sorry that you want to the trouble te 
try to seeare the Bryan piece for me, and that 
you Gid not got ite Very many thanks just the 


Banee 


Very truly, 


Curater 


December 30th, 


John Le Biane, feqe 

6 Woodlagn Avenue 

Mattapan, Mass. 

Dear Mr. LeBlanes 

Thank you very much Sudaad for your Christmas 
remembrance. There were-a number of pieces which 
we are very glad to add to et Collections, and ap- 
preciate your kindness in supporting cur Christmas 
cabinet. 

With every goed wish fcr the ircoming year, 


Very truly yours, 


Curater 


1925 


6 Woodlawn Avenue 
Mattapan Mass 
May 22 1926 


My Dear Mr Wood, 

Would be much obliged if you will tell me 
what works cover the coins from which the enclosed rubbings 
were taken, 

Just added to my collection the following 
cards and thought that you would like to know about them. 
l- struck over a Spanish 2 reale piece of 1780 probably 

Mexico mint. Inscription incused, 
Fine pictures: 
Cheapest in the city 
Jas S Bradley 
Gilder & Frame 
Maker 
154 Wm Ste N.Y. 


é& Mirrors 


e- Incused on planchet of large cent size. 


Obv Lybrad G Park or Park G Lybrad outside 
circle 
House curved in cemtre 
Rev Mt Vernon outside cirels Ohto centre 


1851 in exergue 


Adams lists a Bradley struck over a US 
Quarter but does not give description or whether quarters were 
used regularly. : . 
he sie Se 
very trully, yours 


<s\ a Se a 


J F Le Blane 


May 28th, 1926 


Mre John F. LeBlanc 
6 Weodlawn Avenue 
Mattapan, Magee ° 


Dear Mr. LeBlanc: 


Reply ing to 3 your letter of May 22nd, 

“as nearly as I can aka cut from your rubbings, 
Goins Nose 2 and 3 were issued during the Mame- 
luke period in Ezypt. No. 2, at any ratee. 

Noe 3 may soseibily be Turkéshan It ia hard te 
tell from the rubbing. Nol, I am inclinsd te 
think, vas. issued by the “ongels in Persia. 


Ne one book covers these coins. You may 
find similar pieces illustrated in the 1@-volume 
work of Oriental coins, issued by the British Mu- 
SUUM. ' 

I am afradd I cannot help you eut on the 
counterstamped pisces. I do know that when they . 
did stamp on silver coins in this country, they 
were as apt to stamp on Spanish as on American 
pieces because both went side by side, virtually, 
up to the time of the Civil War. 


Very truly yours, 


Ence Curator 


\ : 
August 22nd, 1926 


Mr. John F. LeBlanc | 
6 Woodlawn Avenue 
Mattapan, Mass. 


Dear Sir: ~ 


Referring to your note on 
the second notice for 1826 dues, Tf 
‘beg to apologize for overlooking 
your payment, which was properly 
recorded on our books. 


Resretting having Eee) you 


- to the trouble of returning Ae. 
second bill, 


Fay Very truly yours, 


Publication Dept. — 


xD 


December 22, 1°26 


a 


Mr. John F. Le Flane, - 
6 Wocdliawn Ave., 
Nettaypan, Mass. 


Pear Sir: 


me 


Va ‘vacolved your customary Christmas donation 
For Which the Socicty bees to extend to you its thanke. 


Ye trust that we wil] see you during the coming 
year, and remain | 


Very truly yours, 


:MB He : Curator 


ist February, 1928 


Mr. John F. LeBlanc, . ‘es 
& Woodlawn Avenue, 
Mattapan, Mass. 


Dear Mr. LeBlanc: 


I can not remember whether I haye written 
you in the past year concefning Mexican Revolutionary coins, 
but this is the information I want: I am getting out a new 
edition of my book, and have got enough new entries to more 
than double what I had before. I was wondering if you had 
any new pieces not mentioned in my previous book. If so, 
could you give me a rough indication or rubbing of what they 
are? f probably have them noted, but’do not want to take 
a chance. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


June il, 1931. 


John F. Le Blanc 
18 Tremont Street 
Boston, Mass. 


Dear Sir: 

T am herewith seat tue you a eheck for. 
$11.95 and under separate cover I amreturning’ 
the Ecuador, Ceylon, Georgia and Russian items. 
I would have kept the Russian one but find that 
this set should include the 10 Kopeek piece. — 


Very truly yours, 


TWw:JG , Curator ~ 


June 11, 1931 


John F. LeBlanc 
18 Tremont St. Boston, Mass. 


Mass. Tercentenary Medals 8 
Azores 2e29 
Pasco 1.29 
Argentine 1.00 
4,50 
Less 20% ~90 


35 


60 


ll 


95 


JOHN F. Le BLANC 
18 TREMONT STREET 
BOSTON, MASS, 


PereeeeeeeeeeeOeeerricrrr rrr t ett e ir eee 
eeeene errr eTeereeeerererT reer ert it iterrr rrr ieee) 


ee errr errr Terr er rrr rere errr rrr rere rr reer rrr rr rrr irr rr rrr ire 


— 


*, 


JOHN F. LE BLANC 
18 TREMONT STREET 


p 
BOSTON. MASS. 

Pond's List 

6- Holden $1. 

8- Lee Gee 

10- Westwood ie 

15- Bourne Py ee 

18- Fitchburg he. 

19= Haverhill ay he) 

20=- Pepperell 1,50 

25- Winthrop | Pi is. 

27- Boston ae 

29= Trimont 050 


38—- Marlborough .75 
50=- Foxborough l. 


8 inch brass shell round plague with imprint of 
obverse of No 1 stamped in black in centre 


sold to subscribers for $1.50 1.50 
set of Newton in 3 finishes #35 oe 
No lin gold sold for $5.. 6.25 


These have been offered and are subject to sale 
so if interested let me know quick 


Thank you for check just received 


June 20, 1951. 


Mr.’ John F. Le Blane. 
18 Tremont Street 
Boston, Mass. 


Dear Sir: 


Please pardon me for not answering your 
letter of some days ago, but it got put to one 
side and overlooked. Considering the state of 
our finances at the present moment I do not 
think we would care far any of the Massachusetts 
Tercentenary Medels you wrote us about. 


Very truly yours, 


Hw :JG | aries Curator 


SOHN F. LE BLANC 
18 TREMONT STREET 
re BOSTON, MASS. 


My ear lir Wood 


Been looking over the Indian 
Peace medal book of the society and can 
not find a mention of an Andrew Jackson 
largest Size (76) in pewter holed. 

Am I cock-eyed or what have 
youe I see pewter medals are mentiomed in 
one place of Van Buren also of Washington. 

is there a further discussion 


of these medals supplementary to this book? 


Very truly ypers 
> 


address me 101 Tremont St Boston 


May 26, 1932. 


John F. LeBlanc 
101 Tremont Street 
Boston, Mass. , 


Dear Mr. ey : 


Pewter Indian peace nedeill 
occasionally turn up of various presidents. 

We can find no records that they are official. 
We have one or two that have been worn by 
Tndians. How they got them we do not know. 

I do not remember ever having s°en one of 
Jackson. I have seen one or two of Jefferson 
and I think a Buchannan and have one of Johnson. 
If you have a Jackson pewter medal I should be 
sai to see it. 


Very truly yours, 


HW:TG Curator 


May 31, 1932. | 


Mr. a» Vs LeBlane ne ; a 
‘101 fremont St. ; . Ne 
- ‘Boston, Mass. Ys ! tia 


. Dear LeBlanc: 


- Shame on you! One who professes to be. 
a perfectly good numismatist, and,above all - a dealer, 
to belittle a piece is absolutely beyond my compre+ 
hension.: The idea of even considering that Indian - 
peace medal of pewter or some inferior metal is beyond 
me. It is perfectly good silver. I am herewith re- 
turning it as we have it and consequently do not want 
it. | 4 i 

Es Yih | Hel tees | \ 

Very truly yours, | ; 


Hy: JG Curator 


4 
> 


ESTABLISHED 1895 


WILLIAM HESSLEIN 


PADDOCK BUILDING COLLECTIONS SOLD AT 


TREET, BOSTON, MASS. PUBLIC AUCTION 
IN AMERICAN, CANADIAN 101 TREMONT § ’ ; 

APPRAISEMENT MADE FOR 
AND FOREIGN COINS, FRAC- 

EXECUTORS OF ESTATES 


TIONAL CURRENCY. WILL BUY ANYTHING AND COLLECTORS. 
SMES, IN MY LINES . 


IMPORTER OF AND DEALER 


CaBLE ADDRESS: ““HESTER”’ Boston, Mass. 


Friend Howland 


That isn't the first time I've pulled a bloomer nor 
the last and as to having faith in experts, not mei I tested the 
darnec thing and it showed that it was silver but when I started 
to ring the piece, I could not get it to sound like anything that 
I knew could not be anything but silver, so there you are. Like- 
wise every one around here agreed hypocritically or Sincerely that 
it was not silver, so there you are again. sorry to disappoint you 
but after all of your years in the game, it wasn't the first time. 

Besides { don't know what the real thing looks like 
these days especially gold silver or green-backs, and as to being 
a dealer, I've been on a vacation the last three years and don't 
know how to act like one, by NOW. 

is the society in funds now and ean i offer anything 


or are you getting all the stuff from the big shots for the taking 


away. By the way, I'm so dense that when I look at those specialized 
books on cents, I can always prove that my piece never seems to 
agree 100‘o, 


Best regards and thank you kindly 


vJ¥LeB 
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ms ‘powers’ of silver, If there is a slight crack ce Lo oe 
: ce Mii ate piece it wont ring: r have. had: ‘per- Hae A 
yok ROGtLy, good quarters and ‘half dollars that at BO tae et 

- gounded as dead as a piece of liver. ‘The Sth Seas 
7 \ Society is never in funds, or, that is, suf- es. 
fs, 6 ficient funds. At the present moment, ve are | 
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JOHN F. LE BLANC 
~ }0l 46 TREMONT STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


My Dear Mr Wood 


A party in town has the 
goid medal of whieh the rubbing is here- 
with enclosed. Apparently it was intend- 
ed for other years as the date has the 
18 struck and the 35 engraved in. Incused 


u 
around the edge is © ETEPBYPECKOE 


hod de Sabb 
ry 


Y4MAMITIE OPABHA CB EBKATEPHMIEbI, on the 
ribbon on reverse is MOCEIM BUTHOEPAAD 
ORM. There is a dig at arrow and the gold 
content must be around “25. Are you interest- 


in this sort of thing? 


+6 


YE SNL oT 
LES 
reer erebcue eo 


‘Mr. John F. LeBlanc ot dees 
| 101 Trenont Street } mie vite rat TN a 
‘Boston, Mass. eae 


Dear Mr. LeBlane:; er Mca Beat) 


a. | Flease pardon me for not 
answering your letter sooner but I have 
been away. Your medal is a Russian medal 
and there is absolutely no interest for 
these in this country. We wold not be 
interested. If you still have it you might | 
write toMr, FP. 0. C. Boyd, 237 East 20th .- 
Street, New York City - he is the only one 
I know of who might care for it. 


Very truly yours, fe 


HyeJdG . Curator 


le 101 Tremont St. 
Boston, Mass. 


vee “Enterestod in a 20,000 reis John V shan 


‘provinee: OL winas?,,, truly yours, 


JPL AssociaTED CoIN Co. 


A:A 


KON 
(s ICT 20 on 


\ FTVLO ip ' 
- ; ad Dt rae: 
EY tity Ba wt ore ems, pat nea Le 
~~ WY Me eget 


THIS SIDE OF CARD IS/FOR ADDRESS 


Howland Wood Surator | 
Am Numis Society 7 ; | 


Broaana ASHE i | 


A 
October 21, 19355. 


Mr. John F. Leblanc 
‘101 Tremont St. 
Boston, Mass. 


Dear Sirs . 

We are not interested in the 
20,000 réis piece that you write about. 
For some unknown reason this seems to 
be comparatively comuon and I trust 


you did not pay very much over ics 
value for it. 


. Very truly yours, 


Ta 


HWw:IG : Curator 


‘3 Moston, Mass. = “5 


ss 194 


filt. _sowlana wood 


New York City 


William Bessbein’ 


Hada . ais *  <c 
adda k Bild th ne, FUP OG iis 
Eee ag, ee EE Gregus Ptrect 
B Sys = y oe ae 
ALWAYS IN MARKER "TO BUY ANYTHING IN MY.- “yd 4,5 R 
AN @ Ory “APPRAISALS FOR EXECUTORS AND EST 
COLLEC EQ ; ic 
TIONS BOUGHT OUTRIGHT SER EAB MY SPECIALTY 


a By ag, FP 


("% fur 
gut 


My Dear Howland 


Where can I get any sort of a 
history on the 1853 half dollar without 
arrows, that is, magazine article or 
reference in an auction catalogue? Also 
where can one get a line on the 1818 
engraved pattern cent in the line of 
history. 

If you have the information 
on your finger tips,O K,but would not 
want to have you do any laborious eonsult- 
ation. 

Don't you think it would be a 
good idea to have certain coins thrashed 
out in the magazihe of the ANA or the Alls 
monographs, such as the 1855 no arrows half 
dollar, the 1913 Liberty head nickel, the 
1894 S$ dime etc. Especially the possibilities 
of finding them in change. From my estimation 
of these and other items, it seems like quack 
medicine advertising to specify any premiums 
on them and practically every dealer mentions 
one or the other in their premium list. 


Best regards for a Better Year 


March 7, 1934. 


Mr. John ¥. Leblanc “ea PLAGE yg : ‘i 
110 Tremont St. Say 
‘Boston, Mass. 


Dear Leblanc: se Ee es 


I have delayed enswering your letter 
as - was trying to find out. wha t has been actually 
published or shown about the 1853 half dollar. I 
_ even asked Vayte Raymond if he Imew of a photograph — 
ee one. I know of two specimens, one that was in © 
the Granberg collection and a very poor one in ere 
Garrett collection. I will admit the ballyho about 
the 1913 nickel and the 1894 S dime is a nuisance 
and a bother. Publishing facts about these in one . 
of our monographs or the Numismatist would do little. 
good as these publications go to people that. know 
about these coins. If you try to correct the es 
impression in the public press it would only increase 
the inguriries and I think cause more people than Bhs Me’! -= 
ever to get excited about them. 


Very truly yours, 


‘ 


Hii :JG Curator 


March 10, 1934. 


Mr. John F. LeBlanc 
110 Tremont Street 
Boston, Mass. pe 


we 


‘Dear LeBlanc: 


) Have you any of those engraved 
coins of Napoleon III, either in silver or 
copper, done after the Franco-Prussian War, 
showing the emperor with a German helmet, 
yachting cap, ete.? If so, would you mind 
sending them to me on approval. I only wish 
the engraved ones, not the pieces struck from 
dies afterwards. 

v, 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG ates: Curator 


Boston, flass, 91854 193 


Mr. “Howland wooa 


New York City 


William Hesslein Tap C8: 


Paddock Building 9 con nd F Seer 
ALWAYS IN MARKET TO SOLA, TER eS Bite Ls LEMS... AND ESTATES 


COLLECTIONS BOUGH eek oe oO W iM MY SPECIALTY 


gucct 


Regret no engraved Napoleon III 
on hand at present. 


Re 18535 half no arrows. Hlmer Sears 
Says no genuine that he kmows of and that 
some one in western part of this state had 
an 1853 0 but there were doubts even on 
that. Also says the Granberg was not genu- 
ine and showed it to me as proof. For my 
own part, would have to see it in almost 
'proof' condition to feel credulous. 


Re 1913 Liberty head 5¢ and 1894 § 
dime. What I meant was to give a history 
of how they came to be'’made’. 


For instance, my impression was 
that a Mr Brown that worked in the mint. 
engimeered the nickel and tried for 10 years 
to dispose of them at the various conventions, 
and that the 1894 S dime was the result of a 
Gelebration-at the Frisco mint whether re-open- 
ing, “Ata e pd pace of new machinery or erection 
of new building I do not know but there were 
some guests there at the time who were pre- 
sented with a sample dime as a souveniz. I do 
not belicve that many numismatists have any 
Glear idea on the subject and would say I was 
one of those in the fog. I could give youa 
string of plausible yarns that I have heard. 
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So could some very well-known 
advertisers. And the general public can 
tell you all about the government recalling 
this and that, from pieces containing more 
gold than necessary (even including copper 
cents), pieces that were gilded and passed 
as gold (witness the 1883 nickel), pieces 
that insulted some sect, country, etc, piecss 
that were held in the hands of the noted | 
dead or passed out with their decease, pieces 
whose dies fell into the hands of Public 
Enemy No 1, 2, or 3, pieces thatrfalded up 
when forgers made better ones or more valuable 
ones, ete ete ete etc. 

Here's one on the 1894 5 dime. 'The 
mint revords lacked a round total so enough 
were struck to make even money. Check the 
total and test this one. 


Not trying to add to your worries 
but think ail posing as numismatists should 
try to have the same story to tell. It is 
really a perfection of the art and if these 
items were in the Greek and Roman category 
there would be numerous monographs trying to 
explain how @leopatra came to earn them, or 
who stuck the poor lady, or trace the route 
she took in the taxi-cab when she saw they 
were incriminating and planted them in Caesar's 
back yard for the wife to ask questions. 


Probably we could make quite a few 
converts to yumismatics 
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At any rate, a clearer view of 
the possibilities of obtaining various 
items would confine collectors to 
possibilities and not probebilities and 
they would not ask you to be on the look 
out for the last quarter of the moon, 
retouched die. 


Before 1 finish this incoherent 
and prolonged screed, would like to know 
what has been done or what can be done 
with a clearing up of the early mint 
figures so that we can let these ships 
going to China, the Gold coast, ete stay 
sunk and forgotten with the entire out- 
put for the year in which they sailed, 
laid at rest and in peace. 


You can not make numismatists out 
of a disillusioned public especially a 
bunch that think there must be a whale of 
a profit in every coin they run into. 


You have to teach them that certain 
items are collectible and that owing to 
a limitation of movement there must be more 
for the dealer than a quick turnover in a 
more easily replaceable article like coffee 
would allow. 


Don't bother your head answering this 
but mull it over, at your leisure. 


ASSOCIATED COIN & STAMP CO 
— _ 101 Tremont St 
Boston, Massachusetts 


June 9, 1934 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway and 156th Street 
New York, New York 


Dear Sirs: 


An interesting question recently arose in a 
law suit here in Boston in which I was called 
upon to testify as an expert. The court had 
to decide whether one of the parties to the 
litigation had received an 1855 United States 
Silver half dollar without arrows or rays. 


I testified that from my experience and inves- 
tigations it was my opinion that no such coin 
exists or was ever coined. Many dealers list 
it in their catalogues, however, and I believe 
1t would be to the best interests of all nunis- 
matists to investigate the matter thoroughly 
and perhaps publish an article on the subject. 


The year 1853 marked a transition in the design 
of some silver coins and in that year the half 
dollar was coined with the rays and arrows 
whereas some other coins such as the dimes, 
half dimes, quarters and dollars were coined 
without either arrows or rays. 


I know that there is a rumor that such a half 
dollar does exist, but I have never seen a 
genuine one. All that I have seen or heard 

of are patently spurious and tampered with or 
their genuineness seriously doubted. I believe 
that any offers to buy, found in dealers! cata- 
logues are made not because the dealers believe 
that such a coin exists, or have any expecta- 


ASSOCIATED COIN & STAMP CO 
. 101 Tremont St 
Boston, Massachusetts 
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American Numismatic Society 2 June 9, 1934 


tion that they may buy one, but rather for the 
purpose of having their catalogues complete as 
to all coins which are rumored to exist. 


I am making a survey on this question and want 
the candid opinion of the prominent coin deal- 
ers in the coumtry on it. Accordingly, I am 
taking the liberty of enclosing a questionnaire 
which I wish you would answer and return to me, 
A self addressed envelope is enclosed for your 
convenience. Lp . 


Enclosures 2 


QUESTIONAIRE REGARDING UNITED STATES 
SILVER HALF DOLLARS OF 1853 WITH NO 


CEE SS T_T TE 


ARROWS AT THE DATE OR RAYS ABOUT THE 


ET ET TT 


Do you know of any government or mint document referring to these 
coins? Please name them, 


Do you know of any books, pamphlets or articles containing any in- 
formation about them? Please name them, 


Have you ever bought or sold one which you believe to be genuine? 
If so from whom was it bought or to whom was it sold? What was 
its condition? Where is it now? 


Have you ever seen one which you believed to be genuine? [If so, 
please state when, where, the owner or possessor of it, its condi- 
tion and the mint. 


Have you ever seen one whose genuineness was doubtful? 


Do you know of any one, collector or otherwise, who has one? If. 
so, what is his name and address? 


Have you ever seen any actual photographs of this coin? If so, can 
you locate any for me? 


Have you ever seen any catalogues of auctions or private sales of- 
fering this coin for sale? If so, by whom were they issued? 


Do you believe that one exists? Reasons, 


Can you suggest anyone who might give me further information about 
this half dollar? If so, please list their names and addresses, 


Please give any other information bearing on this coin which would 
be helpful. 


How many of the following, rough estimate have you seen? 


1853 half dime without arrows at date Phila. mint.....eNew OrleanS..csoe 


1853 dime without arrows at date Phila. mint...e..New OrleanS...ece 
18535 quarter without arrows at date Phila. mint.....-New OrleanS.cececoe 
1853 half dollar without arrows or rays Phila.mint......New OrleanSe.ecee 


Have you ever seen any 1853 DOLLAR WITH ARROWS? Can you think of ‘iy 
reason why they were not issued with arrows? 


(date) 
(name ) 


(address) 


‘ | | August 6, 1934. 


Mr. Sohn Fe LeBlanc 

Associate Coin and Stamp Company 4 
101 Bemont Street | aes 
Boston, Massachusetts. _ e aa ; (ea 


_ oe fe Gales | eee | a es 


I have read with much interest what you have done on the 1853 os 

“halt dollar. Our earliest mint report is 1857. Before that date the We oe 
Director of the Mint reported to the President and not to the Treasurer of = 
__ the United States. tT, however, have gléaned from this report the Sbaitsn.c 
For the year 1853 there were coined at the Philadelphia mint silver coins _ 
ae 40 the value of 7,852,571 dollars and in another part of the report it stat 
that under the act of February 21, 1853 there were coined 7,517,161 dollars, 

# leaving 330 ,410 dollars that was coined before this act wane into effect. | 
At the New Orleans mint there was coined for 1853, 1,225,000 dollars in | 
silver and under the Act of February 1893 thers was coined 1,137,000 dollars. 
ee leaving 88, 000 dollars worth of silver coined before this act. As the Act | 
+  ° did not go into effect before June lst, there was plent> of time to coin i 
say silver under the old heavier system. This may have all been done in the 
4 ‘first month or so of the year. I have no other tables before me and no | 
ar tables that show the number of coins of each denomination made after the 
pe ct Act went into effect. | mE 91° 


. aa Shi a) Als 
1 BEL pe pam <= 


Need ie ENS ‘It was also interesting to note that from 1860 on the mint 


Sy eta Pisiocks quote the wreng figures for the coinage minted in 1853 under this he 
ewe i: PACT. They quote total coinage for the whole year. In case you have not vy, 
> found what Woodward says concerning the Randall specimen I am quoting it 

ee a. in full. It is Lot 421 and the photograph shows a piece not badly worn, 
which sold for $180.00. This is what he says: es, | 

TS ‘ | | sais 3 

ren ie. | 421 1853 No. 1; without arrows; Orleans mint. I consider this ~ 
Peay Tok | coin the gem of Mr. Randall's whole collection. It belongs 
Be sts to. the regular series of United States coins, and is un- te eae 
a hea , | doubtedly unique. I am well aware that other specimens are 

aaa Oo . Claimed to exist, but one which has long passed unchallenged 

Bers Veh ‘ is now admitted by the. owner to be an alteration. The older "4 
a | collectors will remexber that, in 1853, the par of silver sur- 


passed that of gold. Silver was arehneed at a premium and 


i exported at a profit. Finding that the country was rapidly — 
being drained of all its silver coin and bullion, the govern- 


ment retaining the old weight for Standard Dollars, reduced 
the weight of all its minor silver coinage,-the half dollar 


e. ae \ gel 8 Ak 
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S being made ta weigt 192 grains, and all the other coins au a a 
proportion. This change was marked by placing an areas Ghat , og 
at the right and left of the date, and the eagle on the reverse _ 
was surrounded by a glory of rays; these peculiarities then om 
appearing for the first time. The dimes and half dimes without 
the arrows »nd rays, though scarce, are not of infrequent occur- 
rence. The quarter dollar, though occasionally found, is of os 
excessive rurity. The discovery of the quarter dollar is due es 
to an interesting incident which occurred in this way: | A broker 
was weighing a quantity of silver coins; the weight was found — 

Ke | to surpass, by a number of grsins, the value of the coins by | i 
-) Boge? . count. After repeatedly weighing and counting, a critical, a ne 
: | nes examination revealed the fact that one of the quarters weighed — 

nag | 3 several grains more than any of the others, and gave to col- 
ae - lectors a variety hitherto unknown. Diligent search, carefully 
; . cont inued for many years, has added to the piece first discovered n° 
| possibly a dozen examples, -I think not more. Reverténg to the gee 
half dollar; I miy say this sample weighs 201 grains, 12 gra: 
more than the alteration originally referred to, and 9 grains f ye 

more than the coin authorized by the Act of 1853. This piece, — 
though it has been circulated for a long time, is still in good 

condition, «nd. may be fairly deseribed as very fone for a coin i 

; go old and rare. In conclusion, I will give $5.00 to see a eo! 
sha gee oe of the same description answering the test. of weight. iZ will 

i oY pay $100.00 for a duplicate of this! piece, or I will rey $250.00 
Als cian an sacle 2 arated of (the same. — 7 
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EXECUTORS OF ESTATES 
‘AND COLLECTORS. 


Saigo ay ANYTHING 
9 Re IN MY LINES 


CABLE ADDRESS: ‘‘SHESTER”’ Boston, Mass. 


Howland Wood 
New York City 


Aug 8 1934 


Much obliged for that lengthy detail out of Woodward's 


Randall sale also for the 1857 


Do you think on the one long unchallenged, 


RC Davis specimen sold by troskey’% 


Mint report features. 


he meant the 


Very amusing account of the quarter. I wonder what a pains- 
taking person that broker was when upon Weighing some coins he could spot 
that little rascal that did not go on the diet and was over-weight. Are 


se to assume 
the same state of preservation with the wear 
amongst them that an overweight igem spoiled 


that this broker bought only quarters at 


a 


time and all in 


if any so evenly distributed 
the 


balance.eI should say 


that that would go into the usual numisme tic folk-lore. 
Re the mint report. As I understand it, up and including 
1856, the report is by calendar years and after by fiscal ones. The 
guestion is, Is that right? Or did some one Jug. sle the fiscals to make 
Galendars at that time. Also are the reports for deliveries to the pubiie 
or actual mintage? | 
Taking your deductions we find follows 
total ecinage Phila $7,852,571.00 under the Act 2-21-53 $7,517,161.00 
" a New Or 1, 225,000.00 " $1,137 ,000.00 
leaving a balance to Phila of $335,410. 
and New Or of 88,000. 
nov vhere were made 46,110 dollars at Phila that presumably 


could be outside of the. Act as their 
reduce the vrhila balance to $289,300, 
Goinage from June 1, "+0 Dec Bl, 1853, 
The mint reports always ‘seem shaky to 
years you could throw balance back into 1652 
ing to what time of year it had reference to. 


The ques 
or did it 


a 


weights were 
tion is here, 


me and if they 


e) 


not involved which would 
did that mean 


mean from July 1 to Dec Sl. 
were operating fiscal 
yr forward into 1854 accord- 


I have a mint report embodied in the report of the Becretary 
of the Treasury which states that the- total silver coinage for 1653 up 


to Oct 31, was 


$6,996,255 


This would leave %2,081,316 to be struck in the 


last two months of 1853. 


Ky7 


had : 


we could tell whether this balance 


Now if we a month 
was OK or not 


el 


1853 
perhaps by that means 


month report of 
and 


testing the strength of character of mint reports 8 as th 


ey run. Also notice 


that the Coin and bullion imported in 1853 was 


~ 


+. a. a 


was $27,486,875. @um DIFFERENCE LS TWICE THR COL 


$4,201,582 and exported 
AGE AND MORE AND 


my 
THE 
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TOTAL PRODUCTION OF SILVER FROM 1792 to 1853(inelusive) in 
the UNITED STATES was only %700,000. Our silver coins at this rate 
were nearly all of foreign parentage as even with this small amount 
of local production, some of it got side-tracked before reaching the 
Mint. 
Do you think the figures you had were June 1 to Dec $1 or 
could they have been July 1 for a starter or Oot 51 for a finish. Have 
you studied the thing any‘ 


You realize of course that with around °400,000 dollars worth 
of coinage of coins without arrows that wmless you can find where the 
sovernment made a practice of melting down still useable pieces that 
there showld be quite a few pieces to go around and that the without 
arrows coins should not be even scarce. 


If I can get a photograph of each accredited half dollar I 
think I can get somewhere on this propssition and as it is I may startie 
you yet besides amusing you. I believe that I have hit the nail on the 
head and perhaps if you are going to the convention you may get an 
inkling of what I have in mind. 


In 1881, the 1853 half dollar without arrows popped up with 
two holders, Haseltine amd Randall. Now if Haseltine sold his to Davis 
Proskey's decision would have knocked it out, anyway Heaton and Adams 
who reflected the public pinion in 1902 and 1911, allowed only for 
Randall's thereby making Haseltine's description of a genuine 1855 half 
without arrows WRONG unless he listed Randall's instead of his own. 

The foregoing coincides with the fact that in 1879 neither 
Haseltine nor Scott listed the half so you can place the discovery of 
this rare bird about 1880 with a remarkably low price offered in 1885 
of “180 showing some suspicion lingering around, 

Does the Woodward photograph show the same peculiarities as 
listed by Beistle? 


Hoping you have had time to read this, I remain, 
yours for any kind of facts 


JL 


a 


ASSOCIATED COIN & STAMP CO 


101 Tremont St 
Boston, Massachusetts 122634 


My Dear Mr Wood 


Have you found out anything 
about the figures for 1853? Or any 
information relative to the without 
arrows series? 

Needless to say, nothing 
has come my way but expect a big break 
some day when I locate some contemporary 
literature. 

Hope you have had a nice holiday 
and trust I will hit tpon something to 
make some dough on in the near future so 
that I can sit back and enjoy the festivi- 
ties myself sometime. 

I still regard it as odd that 
Stickney never produced one of those babies 
although I believe his main connections 
with the mint was in the forties and that 
those who were in there at the time of the 
1804 dollar were not officiating in 18535. 


Best regards 


JPL 


Dedember 27, 1954. 


it. John F. LeBlanc 
101 Fremont St. 
Boston, Mass. 


Dear Mr. LeBlanc: 

I have found out nothing 
more about the 185% half dollars. I thought 
I might be able to do some figuring by the 
process of elimination but I could work out 
nothing definite. We unfortunately, do not 
have the mint report for the year 1805, the 
only one lacking. Your check received. You 
had already paid for 1933 so this cancels 
your 1934 bill. With best regards, I regain 


Very truly yours, 


HW:/G Curator 


Feb 13 19355 


My Dear HW > 


Treasury on the state of 


In a report of the Secretary of th 
%§ Session Ex Doe Wo @ 


the Finances, 1852-3 Senate 33d Congress‘ 
« I find the following extracts 
perations of the Mint) 


~ 


Value of the Silver Geinage (from reports of the 


including the braneh )} 
(mints from start 1858 

1852 999,410.00 to Dec 31st ~ 
1853 6,996,255.-00 to Oct sist : 
> might this not account for the difference you quoted me of ‘ 
$355,410 and *88,000 NWOrleans as 1 seem to make the 1852 total ; 
according to present figures only (640,514.50 or am 1 wrong? 
"I+ was hoped that the accumulation in the treasury would exercise a : 
beneficial restraint upon importations and speculative credit enterprises 


and bring the business of the coumtry into a safe and whoesome condition 
yet under the apprehension that a panic might arise from a too stringent 
operation of the treasury it was determined to make advances to the mint 
for the purchase of silver FOR THE NEW COINAGE and to enable the mint 

to pay promptly and in advance of coinage for gold bullion. The amount 
of money on deposite in the mint on the 4th of March was %6,098;220 and 
was increased by tne 1st of duly to %8,517,890.05 and was on the 25th of 
Wovember 1853 %11,451,039.30. This enabled the mint to give gold whieh 
circulated as money FOR SILVER THAT WAS OUT OF CIRCULATION BECAUSE OF 
Ti PREMIUM UPON IT; and for gold bullion that could not cireulate as § 
money until coined." 


"The table exhibiting the operations of the mint also accompan es this 
report. it shows the envire coinage to Slst October last to have been t 
$370,008,192.50; the gold coinage from the 1st January vo the 3lst O0ete=@ 
ber of the year 1853 to have been *46,998,945.60,and the Sliver coinage E 
46,996,225. and proves an active and growing demend for gold and silvers 
as a currency for actual use whilst the imports of gold and silver 7 
WCLUDING WHAT IS BROUGHT TO THE A®LANTIC FROM CALIPORNIA without esti- & 
mating for that brought in by emigrants compared with the exports of f 

thin four years the large amount of 3 
#135,972,095473 has been added to the gold and Silver coin remaining in @ 


a e 


the country. Should this increase continue for but a short term of years | 
| this country will be able to dispense with banks of issue and their : 
attendant evils and have the gold and silver eurrency contemplated by : 
the eonstitutvion. The operations of the mint and its branches for the hs 
past year show a very favorable result alD THE REGOIMAGE OF SILVER has 


in many places REMOVED THE LNCONVENINUCE ARISING PROM SMALL BAHK WOTES | 
AND WANT OF GHANGE. It may reasonably be expectedthat the supply in the @ 
course of a few years will be ample and extended to every Section of * 
the country." . 


"By your orders °130,000 of the new silver coinage authorized BY THE 
LAST CONGRESS have been transferred from the mint at Philadelphia 
- +o this office with instructions to emchange the same in reasonable 
~ amounts FOR COINS OF LARGER DENOMINATIONS. This operation has been most 
| sensibly and beneficially felt here and in parts of Maryland and , 
Virginia. As evidence of the fact and of the great need of the community | 
had for small coin there is now only *50,000 of that small coin in the @& 
_ treasury, *80 ,000 thereof having been exchanged for gold." 


“— 
eT ae ed 


CLAY ae a 
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I hope you do not mind me writing to you but somehow or — 
other I feel that you are somewhat interested yourself in the matter — 
as a student of numismatics really should be besides 1 can get nowhere 
with any of the others. | ie. 

er Do not know why the lack of interest unless it is indifference, 
pique, lack of knowledge or what have youe Perhaps they are studying up 
privately trying to prepare & bomb-Shell to explode in my 1806. . - 

The extracts given you from this report I mention are marked f 
by me for spelling, intention, ete, Would like to call your attention to 
the 60¢ in the gold and the 3¢ in the silver figures of the second quotea- — 
tion. L can see wheres the 37 could be one of the little fish scales but the 
60¢ in gold must include foreign coin at exchange rates or dia they 
circulate gold coins at the wear and tear ‘value? 

As usual these reports are so much hash, in fact, the biggest 
part of this report is customs and light-houses or seme sart of marine 
propositions. When I have time I am going to pry to reconcile the mint 
figures here with some later reports. | 

Looked in Dickinson's and found tm the second edition, some Dj 
curious statements. In 1853 he lists the half dollar of this emission, ~~ 
(referring to a half with arrows at date and rays°groumd eagle) as being 
ef tuo types and three varieties. The quarter, dime, half dime and 3¢ are 
listed only ohe type but have varieties. He has earlier pieces in varieties 
so thet excludes that term { making it refer to positions of leaves, 
draperies etc) now as to type, 4f he was referring to with and without 
arrows he oertainly would have listed the dime and half dime, so that 


4 
> 


a 


convinces me he wag referring to the period of halves with arrows. That ac 
would cover the 1853 with arrows and rays, and the 1854 and 1855 with os 
arrows but no rays. as to figures of issue, he has 1852 and 1853 all mixed 


wpe Have not gone over the rest so do not know how tough they are. 
Would you mind telling me what you think of the situation as 
4+ stands now. Por instance, no one has preparec any furious outburst of 
public indignation or private either, no one has come forward with any 
definite authenticated statement of this half dollar being issued, every 
thing points to the government marking time while trying to solve a serious 
problem of currency drainage, owners oF prized specimens do not read the a 
Wumismatist nor if they do, do not offer even photographs of them for 
inspection nor write pointed letters in icy phraseology showing where Ll 
am all wrong nor HAVE ANY OF THES OLD MASTERS BEEN NOTED FOR OWNING A 4 
SPECIMEN; KNOWING OF ONE,OR TRYING TO SWAP FOR ones s 4 
The whole issue of 1853 without arrows looks fishy right now to 
me and I would not be surprised to discover that they all might have been> 
made later than 1853 to satisfy the eravings of humgry numismatists Of. Sa 
the IMPERFORAGE SHES? PHILATELISTS brand. 1 have to determine yet when 
the first appearance of each denémination occured in the quarter, dime and 
ree hin. Bo fas, 1 have the quarter in 3660 andthe others.da 1950 aatmmn 
the half in 1881. 
Best Regards 


Ji'L 


